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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/04/09 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 04/14/09 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 4 states "the 
function", however there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation. For the 
purpose of the examination and the rejection provided below, the examiner will interpret 
"the function" to state as "the search field". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Response to Amendment 

4. The applicant has amended the following: 

Claims: 1, 4, 8 and 10-11 have been amended. 
Claims: 5-7 and 9 have not been amended. 
Claims: 2-3 have been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 4-1 1 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1 , 5-7 and 1 0-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Maeda et al. (US Patent Publication 2002/0025031 herein after 
referenced as Maeda). 

Regarding claim 1 , Maeda discloses "A network connection system for a cellular 
telephone, the network connection system causing a cellular telephone to access a site 
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holding predetermined content via a network" (Paragraphs [0031] & [0051] of Maeda, 
wherein Maeda discloses the user selecting a site address from his mobile phone 
and then connecting to and using the site selected). Maeda discloses "there being 
an assignment relationship established between each numerical key included among 
dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a numerical character on each numerical key 
and/or a plurality of single alphabetical characters" (Fig. 3 & Paragraph [0036] of 
Maeda). Maeda discloses "said network connection system comprising: a database 
holding means for holding a database in which secondary data and the site address of a 
site are associated with each other, the secondary data being obtained by numerical 
conversion of primary information about said site in accordance with said assignment 
relationship" (Fig. 7 & Paragraphs [0045] - [0046] of Maeda). Maeda discloses "a 
search means, when receiving from the cellular telephone a search request with a 
numeric string with an operator entered via said dial keys and specifying a search field, 
for searching said database in accordance with the search field defined for the operator 
to retrieve sites associated with the secondary data including said numeric string" (Fig. 
10 & Paragraph [0048] of Maeda, wherein Maeda discloses the user inputting the 
numeric "72696" and selecting between a simple input mode or a real input mode, 
therefore a search field defined for the operator). Maeda discloses "a search result 
presentation means for presenting the names of the sites retrieved by said search 
means as a search result to said cellular telephone" (Fig. 11 & Paragraph [0050] of 
Maeda). Maeda discloses "and an address specification means for acquiring from said 
database the site address of a site selected from the names of the presented sites via 
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said cellular telephone to make a response indicating the site address as an access 
request destination of said cellular telephone" (Paragraph [0051] of Maeda). 

Regarding claim 5, Maeda discloses "The network connection system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said operator is entered via a function key included among the dial 
keys of the cellular telephone" (Fig. 3 of Maeda. The examiner maintains that it is 
commonly known in the art that the representative numeral "#" and its 
corresponding characters are commonly known to be function keys included 
among the dial keys of a cellular telephone). 

Regarding claim 6, Maeda discloses "The network connection system according 
to claim 1 , wherein the search result presentation means presents a character string 
obtained by character conversion of said numeric string in accordance with said 
assignment relationship and the number of names of sites including the character string 
to said cellular telephone when the number of sites retrieved by said search means 
exceeds a predetermined number" (Fig. 11 & Paragraph [0050] of Maeda). 

Regarding claim 7, Maeda discloses "The network connection system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said cellular telephone includes: a search request means for 
requesting said search means to make a search with a numeric string specified, when 
the numeric string is entered on a standby screen and a predetermined dial key is 
pressed" (Paragraph [0048] of Maeda, wherein Maeda discloses the user inputting 
the numeric string and the address is transmitted to the address conversion 
apparatus, therefore a predetermined dial key is pressed to transmit the numeric 
string). 
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Regarding claim 10, Maeda discloses "A network connection system for a cellular 
telephone, the network connection system causing a cellular telephone to access a site 
holding predetermined content via a network" (Paragraphs [0031] & [0051] of Maeda, 
wherein Maeda discloses the user selecting a site address from his mobile phone 
and then connecting to and using the site selected). Maeda discloses "there being 
an assignment relationship established between each numerical key included among 
dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a numerical character on each numerical key 
and/or a plurality of single alphabetical characters" (Fig. 3 & Paragraph [0036] of 
Maeda). Maeda discloses "said network connection system comprising: an address 
conversion means for accepting from the cellular telephone a numeric string with an 
operator specifying the inclusion of all keywords obtained by numerical conversion of 
information about a site in accordance with said assignment relationship in accordance 
with the inclusion of all keywords defined for the operator to convert the numeric string 
into the site address of a site corresponding to the numeric string, thereby making a 
response indicating the site address as an access request destination of said cellular 
telephone" (Fig. 10 & Paragraphs [0048] - [0051] of Maeda). Maeda discloses "and a 
cellular telephone including a conversion request means for requesting said address 
conversion means to perform an address conversion with the numeric string specified, 
when the numeric string is directly entered on a standby screen and a predetermined 
dial key is pressed" (Paragraph [0048] of Maeda, wherein Maeda discloses the user 
inputting the numeric string and the address is transmitted to the address 
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conversion apparatus, therefore a predetermined dial key is pressed to transmit 
the numeric string). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Maeda discloses "A cellular telephone capable of 
connecting to a network" (Paragraphs [0031] & [0051] of Maeda, wherein Maeda 
discloses the user selecting a site address from his mobile phone and then 
connecting to and using the site selected). Maeda discloses "there being an 
assignment relationship established between each numerical key included among dial 
keys of the cellular telephone, and a numerical character on each numerical key and/or 
a plurality of single alphabetical characters" (Fig. 3 & Paragraph [0036] of Maeda). 
Maeda discloses "said cellular telephone comprising: an address request means for 
making a request while specifying the site address of a site corresponding to a numeric 
string with an operator specifying a search field as a connection destination, when the 
numeric string is directly entered on a standby screen and a predetermined dial key is 
pressed, the numeric string being obtained by numerical conversion of information 
about a site in accordance with said assignment relationship in accordance with the 
search field defined for the operator" (Fig. 10 & Paragraphs [0048] - [0051] of 
Maeda). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maeda et 
al. (US Patent Publication 2002/0025031 herein after referenced as Maeda) in view of 
Sharma et al. (US Patent Publication 2004/0054691 herein after referenced as 
Sharma). 

Regarding claim 4, Maeda discloses "The network connection system according 
to claim 1 , wherein the search field defined for said operator includes the search field of 
specifying secondary data fully matching said numeric string" (Paragraphs [0048] - 
[0050] of Maeda). 

Maeda fails to explicitly recite "wherein the search field defined for said operator 
includes the search field of specifying which is to be retrieved, secondary data fully 
matching said numeric string, secondary data partially matching said numeric string, or 
secondary data prefix-matching said numeric string." 

In a related field of endeavor, Sharma discloses "wherein the search field defined 
for said operator includes the search field of specifying which is to be retrieved, 
secondary data fully matching said string, secondary data partially matching said string, 
or secondary data prefix-matching said string" (Abstract & Paragraph [0006] of 
Sharma, wherein Sharma discloses the user entering search criteria such as 
search by location, distance or complete or partial search). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention of Maeda to incorporate the teachings of Sharma for the purpose of 



Application/Control Number: 10/589,729 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2617 

making the system more user friendly and versatile by providing the users with more 
options for searching while not having to refine and re enter search criteria in order to 
get a progressively selective search (Paragraph [0006] of Sharma). 

10. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maeda et al. (US Patent Publication 2002/0025031 herein after referenced as Maeda) in 
view of Sharma et al. (US Patent Publication 2004/0054691 herein after referenced as 
Sharma) and further in view of Rabaioli (US Patent Publication 2004/0015498 herein 
after referenced as Rabaioli). 

Regarding claim 8, Maeda discloses "A network connection system for a cellular 
telephone, the network connection system causing a cellular telephone to access a site 
holding predetermined content via a network" (Paragraphs [0031] & [0051] of Maeda, 
wherein Maeda discloses the user selecting a site address from his mobile phone 
and then connecting to and using the site selected). Maeda discloses "there being 
an assignment relationship established between each numerical key included among 
dial keys of the cellular telephone, and a numerical character on each numerical key 
and/or a plurality of single alphabetical characters" (Fig. 3 & Paragraph [0036] of 
Maeda). Maeda discloses "said network connection system comprising: an extraction 
means for accepting from the cellular telephone a numeric string with an operator 
obtained by numerical conversion of information about a site in accordance with said 
assignment relationship to extract site candidates corresponding to the numeric string" 
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(Fig. 10-11 & Paragraphs [0048] - [0050] of Maeda). Maeda discloses "a search 
result presentation means for presenting the names of the site candidates extracted by 
said extraction means as a search result to said cellular telephone" (Fig. 11 & 
Paragraph [0050] of Maeda). Maeda discloses "and an address specification means 
for acquiring the site address of a site selected from the names of the presented site 
candidates via said cellular telephone to make a response indicating the site address as 
an access request destination of said cellular telephone" (Paragraph [0051] of Maeda). 

Maeda fails to disclose "specifying a geographical area obtained by numerical 
conversion of information about a site in accordance with said assignment relationship 
in accordance with the geographical area defined for the operator to extract site 
candidates corresponding to the numeric string." 

In a related field of endeavor, Sharma discloses "specifying a geographical area 
obtained by numerical conversion of information about a site in accordance with said 
assignment relationship in accordance with the geographical area defined for the 
operator to extract site candidates corresponding to the numeric string" (Abstract & 
Paragraph [0006] of Sharma, wherein Sharma discloses the user using a mobile 
phone and entering search criteria such as search by location, distance or 
complete or partial search, therefore specifying a geographical area). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention of Maeda to incorporate the teachings of Sharma for the purpose of 
making the system more user friendly and versatile by providing the users with more 
options for searching while not having to refine and re enter search criteria in order to 
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get a progressively selective search (Paragraph [0006] of Sharma). 

Maeda in view of Sharma fails to disclose "an operator specifying a geographical 

area." 

In a related field of endeavor, Rabaioli discloses "an operator specifying a search 
function" (Paragraph [0006] of Rabaioli). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention of Maeda in view of Sharma to incorporate the teachings of Rabaioli for 
the purpose of improving the system performance by requiring less computing time 
during the search with reasonable storage costs (Paragraph [0007] of Rabaioli). 

Regarding claim 9, Maeda in view of Sharma and further in view of Rabaioli 
discloses "The network connection system according to claim 8, further comprising: a 
database holding means for holding a database in which information about a site and 
the site address of said site are associated with each other" (Fig. 7 & Paragraphs 
[0045] & [0049] of Maeda). Maeda in view of Sharma and further in view of Rabaioli 
discloses "wherein said extraction means searches said database to retrieve a site 
associated with information including a character string obtained by character 
conversion of the numeric string accepted from the cellular telephone in accordance 
with said assignment relationship, and wherein said address specification means 
acquires the site address of the site selected via said cellular telephone from said 
database" (Paragraphs [0049] - [0051] of Maeda). 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Mapa whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5540. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY TO THURSDAY 8:00AM - 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on (571)272-7876. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael Mapa/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

/NICK CORSARO/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 
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